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Introduction

This report provides groundwater monitoring data for a selection of key observation bores from the
Victorian dryland salinity observation bore network. It has been produced as part of the
requirements of the Statewide Dryland Salinity Monitoring and Regional support projects carried out
by DPI on behalf of DSE. It should be noted that this reporting is a “snap shot” of groundwater
behaviour over the monitoring period and is in no way comprehensive assessment of the entire bore
network.

For each catchment (except East Gippsland), a representative number of long term monitoring bores
were selected and their hydrographs plotted. The bores were selected based on continuality of record,
geographic location and relevance to the groundwater processes driving dryland salinity. The
hydrographs provide real data about whether groundwater levels are trending up or down over time.
This provides clear evidence about whether there is an increasing, stable or declining risk of dryland
salinity. While groundwater behaviour varies from place to place, the overall pattern of behaviour of
these bores provides a clear indication as to what the status of dryland salinity is in Victoria as at
2006/2007.

Climatic conditions are the major driver of groundwater behaviour (Reid et al 2008), especially in the
shallower groundwater systems that are predominantly associated with occurrences of dry land
salinity.

The hydrographs that are provided in this document are plots of the unedited depth to groundwater as
measured in the key monitoring bores and plotted as depth below natural surface (ground level). A
brief interpretation is provided under each hydrograph to explain the groundwater behaviour at the
bore site.

For each CMA, a table is provided of bore specifications where these details have been recorded. The
groundwater and physiographic setting of each bore has not been provided in this report, but will be
made available when this data is loaded onto Victorian Resources Online (VRO) later in the year.
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Figure 1 Catchment Management Authority areas.





